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p.n.e.u. notes. 


interesting lecture was given by Oakley 

May Vb » ' The Formation of Habit,” at Caple- 

v Hittftens, M.A., M-o- , M Tubbs). The chair was 

-4 (b „ y ‘IT &£££ absence of fhe Re. Prebenaar y 

Jones) by W. Knighton, Esq., • • 4 , st . chad . s 

LEEDS BRANCH.-^- **C. • 

GardenS ’ re"^ S*. : Mrs. James Dixon, 8, Preston Road. 
“ * ffiff. •• Mrs. Greener, Clare Street, 

Cardiff Branch. 


Riverside. q. Rowntree, 14, Valley 

SCARBOROUGH Branch. Hon. Sec. 

Bridge, Scarborough. Newton Coombe, Brocco 

^FOUcwroN* BranW iLnvivek 
church Road. 7 reasme? . • P A meetin was he ld on May 30th, by 

started, and numbers 35 mern^ • Kathe r ine Eustace, when a paper 

kind invitation of the Th / Et hics of Punishment,” followed by 

JSf Lioj library has been 

surled and natural history rambles for children have been arranged. 


BEDFORD -Arrangements are being made for a meeting to inaugurate 
a branch^n this town, a, which it is hoped tha, Miss C M. Mason w, 11 
speak. For particulars apply to Miss C. K Barnett, 31, Spencer 


Rroughty Ferry Branch.— Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Don, I he L°dg^’ 

Broughty Ferry, N.B. On Saturday, June ist, Professor Geddes kindly 
g^ g a vefy imeresting informal lecture on » Botany,” to children and 
ath ers, in the garden of University College, Dundee. He also promised 
to continue these lectures on Saturday mornings during June. 

DUNFERMLINE BRANCH— Hon. Sec. : (pro tem.) : Henry Beveridge, 

Esq., Pitreavie, Dunfermline, N.B. 

Edinburgh Branch.— Hon. Sec. : Miss Berry Hart, 29, Charlotte 

Square. 

Aberdeen Branch.- Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Cary, 434, Union Street. 


Dear Editor,— At this season of the year, when every one is planning 
their summer holiday, it occurs to me that one might suggest to P.N.E. 
members the advisability of taking leaflets and specimen copies of the 
Parents' Review with them to the many new places they visit. A Review 
left about on an hotel table, or at a friend’s house, has often been the 
means of making the Union known. 

Yours faithfully, H. FRANKLIN. 

(Parcels of Back Numbers for distribution can be obtained from the 
Secretary, at the rate of 10 copies for 1/-, or 7/6 per 100, carriage paid). 


THE 


PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME -TRAINING AND CULTURE 


‘•Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION. 

Address by The Earl of Meath, Piesident of the Society , 
at the Annual Meeti?ig, June 27th, 1895. 

Ladies and Gentlemen — The points 1 shall endeavour to 
emphasize in my address to you to-day, will be the necessity 
of a kind but firm home discipline in the training of children, 
and the deep national importance of the work in which you 
are engaged. I desire to draw attention to this latter point 
in no boasting spirit and with no desire to flatter you, but on 
the contrary, in the hope that by showing you the importance 
and the greatness of the work, I may make you dissatisfied 
with even the considerable success you have attained, and 
impressed with the necessity of bringing the very highest 
gifts with which God has endowed you, to the consideration 
of the best means of training* children. for what is the 
work which the Parents’ National L nion has set itself to 
accomplish r Nothing less than the establishment of a 
standard to which all parents should endeavoui to attain 
in the training and moral education of their childien. 

If that standard be the result of the thoughtful and wise 
deliberations of the men and women best ^ ac\ise 
their fellows in this matter, then it will be difficult to 
exaggerate the good which may be effected by tie arents 
National Union, but if on the contrary ill-considered advice 
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pAREK * 

children are brought up. » ^ / La ter on the character 

the disposition aright or tl and stereoty ped, and 

»d habits of the .ndmdual g ' re5ponsibility rest5 w.th 

change is no easy task- great ^ be the responsi- 
ve Parents’ Nationa in t he bringing up of their 

bility of individual P ar ?V be to allow no consider- 

children ! How carehd shouW ^ ^ pri 

ations of persona c direct into right lines the 

duty of parents to con trol and to ^ , After the 

moral and intellec u . e p ; s perhaps beneficial, 

children have attaint! a , tba t they should be 

at all events in the case of the ^ s - ““ lltd for 

prepared for the conflicts » f ‘^. °^Vi g her atmosphere of 
a ,ime from home as long as the 
“tty should be brought into close 
contact with their parents, and be placed as litt e as possi 
under the influence of delegated authority. 

In a former age the relations between parents and their 
children were regulated by a stern code, which almost KeaAe^ 
as criminal any approach to familiarity or show o < 
between them, and which, whilst it produced the admirab 
qualities in the children of reverence and of unquestioning 
obedience, left little room for the softer virtues of lo\e an o 
affection. In this age the danger both to parents an 
children lies in the opposite extreme. Parents in their desire 
to acquire the love and affection of their offspring, are apt to 
forget that the human mind can only truly love that which it 
respects, and that weakness in the father or mother, even 
when prompted by mistaken affection, can never command 
respect in the son or the daughter. There w r ould be fewer 
unhappy homes if every child from its earliest years were 
taught the duty of instant, implicit, unquestioning obedience, 
and if parents were careful never to harass a child by 


ana it parents were careiui never to narass a cnnu uy 
unnecessary prohibitions, never to give an order w r hich they 
did not intend to be obeyed, and never to overlook an act of 
wilful disobedience. The happiest children are those who 
have been so trained to obedience that the possibility of 
disobedience never enters into their heads, and whose 
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parents, thus relieved from the constant friction caused by 
ineffectual and occasional attempts to assert authority, or the 
misery which is the inevitable result of domestic license, are 
able without detriment to their authority as parents to 
cultivate the love, affection and respect of their children. As 
years advance the parent who has known how to win the re- 
spect as well as the love of his children, will find that the habit 
of obedience will give force to his counsels, whilst he who has 
known how to claim the obedience of his children, may 
be thankful if his sons and daughters, as they approach the 
years of adolescence, are content simply to ignore his advice 
and do not resent it as an impertinence. 

I suppose you are all agreed that over strictness has 
injured the character of some children, but I am confident 
that the danger to-day is lest the rising generation be spoilt 
not bv severity, but by over indulgence. For one child 
whose future life is marred in this England of ours y 
sternness of rule, I am persuaded I am putting it at a low 
figure when I say that two or more probably three ha 
suffered in after life and become idle, useless, aelfundulgent 
men and women, owing to careless or foolish 
allowing them to grow up without the restraints and 
correction of a kind and just but firm home discipline. 

Such a discipline, far from diminishing the happiness^ 
the children, will assuredly increase it, for jus offered 

and history conclusively shows us that mankind has suff red 
in times of anarchy, and prospered under u t and ore 1 ^ 
Government, so we may rest assured t 
will hold good within the narrower circumference 

”7^ are 6 wise parents and ready desire *. 

our children we will "°Vrf w "T„dulg^ them, we 
forms of selfish pleasure \w broken and cast away 

will not load them with toys to ^J^bed off, we will 
as soon as the first nove ty ias ^ and fancy> but we 

not indulge them m every passi g ^ s is alone to 

shall try to teach them that last ^ chUd) in self 

be found by any of us, be it rn rm our duty well 

forgetfulness, in the dad) 1 „ ht f u i n ess for others, in the 
whatever it may be, in our opportunities for 




4 -~ uco rmr time, our 



4W pam nts- — 

c 7 „ u : f ;; i0 w creatures, and generally to regard 
the benefit of our teno ^ ^ (he owners ,n fee of 

““^pSradvanrges with which the Almighty may have 

endowed us. ideas are too high for the 

If it be thou hUd x would answer that the 

benefit S thepoor and suffering, (the result not of solicitation 
and begging from grown up people, which costs the children 
nothing, ^but the result in the main of the sacrifice of time 
employed in manual work, taken often from that which 
might have been devoted to personal enjoyment, and in some 
thmiicrh the voluntary denial of the pleasures of 


the palate), have shown, that children are quite capable of 
responding to a generous appeal to their better natures, and 
not only willingly work for the benefit of others, but take 
intense pleasure in their labours. 

In this organisation, which I would recommend to the 
notice of all belonging to the Parents’ Educational Union, 
the children are taught that kindness to all around them is to 
be one of the first duties of their lives, and it is impressed 
upon them that such kindness must first begin at home, and 
can in their case be shown best by implicit and prompt 
obedience to all who are in authority over them, and by 
courtesy and thoughtfulness in their dealings with those 
around them. 


1 pray that the Almighty may strengthen your hands, ma 
bless the noble, the almost sacred work in which you ar 
en £ a g e d, and may breathe into the hearts of the wisest and bet 
of our day the desire to assist you in your labours, so that 
future generation, ignorant probably of the influence exercise 
by your Union, may arise and call their parents blessed, an 
carrying high the standard of an improved civilization, ma 
hand on to their children’s children, the inestimable gift of 
wise, moral and Christian training. 


THE PARENTS’ PART 
IN THE RELIGIOUS TRAINING OF BOYS. 

By Rev. E. B. Westcott, 

Headmaster of She rlo rite School. 

When I contemplate in cold blood the task I have taken 
upon me this afternoon, I simply stand aghast at my own 
presumption. The very name of your Society is terrifying; 
it suggests a body of persons who have ransacked the 
treasure houses of the sciences, who are deeply versed in 
the mysteries of phsychology, who have exhausted the possi- 
bilities of paedagogic literature. Now works on “ paedagogy ” 
—to my shame be it spoken ! are for the most part not even 
known to me by their outsides, so that we run the risk of 
having here to-day not so much the blind attempting to lead 
the blind, as the blind professing to guide those gifted with 
powers of vision. And yet I am going to be bold to try and 
speak, for I have one excuse and (I think) two qualifications ; 
the excuse is that you have been pleased to ask me to come; 
the qualifications, first, a real enthusiasm for education in 
its practical aspects, for education regarded as the training 
not of the « student ” but the “ man ” ; secondly, an experience 
in the world of school, which if not long has been unusually 
full ; an experience if not “ extensive,” at least “ intensive 
And it is interesting that we should meet togeeru^ 
knowledge derived from sources so dnergen . ’ 


